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Some years ago a soldier qnd his girl friend wer~ married~ 

Within a .. eek he left for Germany . During their separation he 

Een~ letter~ and gifts reminding her of hi~ l ove . Then one 

night there came a knock on the ht~r door . She opened it and 

was shockEd to her husband standing there . They embraced with 

the joy of reunion . 

uod and m~ have been separated by sin. But God has kept 

in touch thru our consciences , the prophets , he gives us many 

gifts , and he has kept in touch thru the 107e l"tters o~ -r;he 

Jible . But now , uod come~ to y~u himselfo • there is a ~tar J 

a rented stable , a new born child , and look WhO l E here . !he 

separation is over . uod is with us . this is .h~ meaning or 

Christmas . 

tio... many 0.:-' you have be~n in the maternity ward of a hos­

pital . There before th~ v~~wing window stands the proud fa ­

ther and admiring relativ'~s of the new-born . And thl:' inspec­

tion of the new ~rrival is made . At Chri·tmas we cao J for the 

fir::t time J view our new baby . From the text in John w'- ge t 

of first view , and our firBt opportuni~y to study his 

fQatures . 

1 . One the fi~s~ things you note about the baby Jesus is 

his i'ace .• it is the face of life . John say~ : tl In him waE lif! 

and the liie was the lir:ht of "'len .1I When Jesus matures into 

manhood we hear him say : III run the ... ay the truth and the li.fe! 



~ 

4 	 he "av'" furt r : "1 ve com ha you 11:1 ht have lLe 

n. 	 ha."J i mor -bundantly" ( , n 1 : ' CD 
low about JOu . Are :rou x eriencing 11 ' e with capital 

L. 	 Have t Ch.~ist , eli V' hi . obeyed him and 1e him'u 
ead y ..u to t abund,qnt.~i e:' A each r ')0 t~ me 8:!1ke h~r 

!~ jent.~ ~ rite )1'1 ~ Buto~io ~aphy . ~en the papers we~e 

T'ptLlrned on, roune man ait :! aft(!r C4S5 nd asked : " . eacher , 

w~at I wan to know is , ho~ can y)U 1'& e my nlire l ife as a 

'!'hat i s true of D".ao::- peo:;:.le . 1 Y liv wlth::>ut 

uch love , uch joy , r:h h.J Ana it all ,",ut ra er 

col orlef'sl,., and .. ht • ..• a C- ' .... n.. Ufe . 

1 a 3.0 was ",arki on ,i! .0 e1 A • • d jon 

vel' .1 h K"\ew 0 to do at 1 till would~ ' ~ at t . 0 

lO'lkl'l mod 1 A -ove up •. lL'ld well ros d • n •• ped out . 

ij: "1 • • 'ou UA having a lit..tl ;1 f'icultv wi Oll:" 

c 	 . • ou will ejust the m'lgneto and Ughten t t 1'+e­

cue "ar will ~t. "'t'I , So he did an it s al"'ted 19h ,rf. 

Wi h surprl e '"Ie "'aid: "JU5t it'.o are ou anywa I ter. II 

An t e s .n r r~ached .:lu~ 01. hand and said : ",h na: is 

.,F'ord , olenry • o. 

Now une 0 th s th"'~ we rAY today it) : the od of• 
all c ~@.at1on h•• !'I+epped into tr.. w ~1 i to +ap you. on tn 

n . , sn 1.11 er and eay : "I it is not ..orking , Ii 	 • mad 

he thr 1me 8 5h "'P 

nhl1 ana h,S cal' J. )w,ht 

http:D".ao::-peo:;:.le


, 
to 	know wha mak:: ou tt "k" 

~lel' J hO\rrl I) eu"" you. to you feel o~ t.ap~in'" Y0i.l on he 

loulder ""May. "'loll. ou tu;"n to' him and do as he '" fe . He io: 

th~ ~O of life . !ou could ~ee it 1n hie face v n wter. he w 5 

!l.8 baby . Lie en • •• ll" ..ou com "An11y begin +"0 live . "I,. 	 '" . 

ave 	co .h. >u i t have lif .nd v_ it more abund n'ly 

0 So h yo are , a chur h in the maternity wa ez ­.. "_ 
amintng our b ~y fOI the firs · tine . d il! life mo_ other 

abie~ . • . but hie face is th f • o· life .•• enj there is • 

warm. glow ab ot ~m . <. n the r+,hts lave regularly ~.nted 

hiJ:- h:tt way . i s f'a(, of ligh . ... ohn slyS : "In hi w 

life , ~~d the ife was tn 11 hi of ~n . The li,~t shin e in 

th larkn ss , !'I j thP darkn S!I hl.. no~ a; r om it . . . th 

tru light ~hat ~nlightens eve~7 n was "om~ng into ~he wurlc f 

h€n read tll t las! lin ~i j, a dee'- !'iign of relief I11lrl.L 

tl.in',c : 0"," , ju till ,ime •• + c nl+ get mucn d11k %,11. 

o1ay is living in 4. lon per...oc of 19b marish 

darkne ~l stalk: our ~orl~ . Th~re ar 1, viol nt c~L s 

per ~nute . , . ~ billion wort~ of goods re ~ho li r ~ each 

;year . A'~d to t..h t rnur:h morfl inclldin '.hl! in ern t~ mal 

steeses and ou end up ~ith 4. picture or despair •.• ~~le J of 

C 'Jurse J Oil-6.r :'l ostr~ h . 

1t is eait;J +h t ...hen KI""tne w ~ dying- l1e ri 


'VE' light II . ~l1a is t.he c ~v of th w'Jrld today . And od 


and.is s1gn WBS guiding 




li~ht , a bright star in the heaven~ . Still, tho, we wait fo­
«ll 

the prop!".e ..8 wor'i o f"c-e ..rue: 'I A~ tions ~hAll co~ to 

you: 11 h+, :tnd kin s to + e brigh"'n of yo.:.."!' risi T"tt 

, . An" Ell/en o • c.1"j le;.t tIP. er , 

pe,=,plc DIad th ir a: 0 th U 1'lt . 

~y:U lod s"n us & Ugh+. we kn~ th value o' lilUlt 

1n a tr n e darkness . ven i yo~ have ever ~oped yo~ w 7 

t idnl h thru 10 OW!) hou.o you know tI': nlll of 11 ht . 

aI"!'l an l')u5i~"ses k:10W t I val of lig.t . Wp h ve ~tr el­

11gh~s eo t~ t people c , fin~ t~i~ way. Ll ht enDbl~s U~ ~o 

eee w we 8.:'1'1 gcit\f . And .h t is why ",od ha sent J.!I the 

i 1... n8 wanted l" +.0 e ..... Y !'IIee. P. want-Pd u to fl.n Jur 

.,By home t~ hi!'!. . 

) . So we look at +he : .il d s~e life an 11 h+ . t 

tl;.ere i f':oMething else . J,hn &: II A:'ld tho<'! word flesh 

and Ijwel t all" nr' U", f'ull 0 f grace" . 

:'he . iu'e +e ..npe us .. t ...0, is +. e J"ea+"'r, it explains 

that God made man in hi own i~-e . And he w~ ed ma~ 0 fr~f -

ut h aL 0 

f e do:u J love '"' im Jr 19nar h' • Ant;! t e-r'" t.a ,Jee~ lo!. 

of 19n~~in; , hi in· . But ~oj didn ' t beco~ ind~ireren and 

Ea1 : '1 ... c:mlrl ~ r'" I IiIS", lor did h bA l'le V ng f'l), sa in 

"I'll get AV n Witl 7Ou" . ;0 , uad orlLn ' i. act like that at 

all . rtp said; "I stil loy you , it i no' will th .. ;rOll 

shaul )f!:rish. w 11 ~o to you ~eelf . I will ~ My son 



to you" . 

Hall 7T\3rk caros adve'tizes: n,.llen you care nous.1 to 

end he v ry b€'st r' . Ihis ....hristmas remember that that is 

what ",o~ h.&.s ~n"' . de sent you ...he E'S . "Fo!' oj!'o lov d 

th, world tn~t he nt hi only ~on tha+ whoever ryelieves in 

r.im should not perieh lmt. have verlastint: Ii ell . l.hink about 

~hat for ~ moment . uod gave his son tnat you migh nave life . 

He id not say: III hav n~ n~pd of you" . H£' £lid not sa)': "1 

don't want. to get. inyolved wit}1 vourl • Hf' rlid sao, J '=Ind is say-

i~ : " ... car"' . "'ill 0 out to se k and to say£, tr1B losttl . 

.low let's suppose foT' :l mO]'!1E'nt thClt eorne t.err:rrist group 

ha. a rloornsday weapon CliMec and resdy to go off and destroy 

+he world . A.nd th y com +0 y?U to negoti i,.t . Lh('y Sly: UIi 

Yr)U aive u" on of YOU:- children to "'acr... E- , IE 11 4e... us. 

Jul )U rie 1 wi t ~ne. v'hi h on of'~ U'" 

~hil r~n woulj au i e. But God h'$' ~lre d given is only 

son , 

Don ' t you see whClt ~ann • of lov vod has for U-. An. 
• 

h re , 'it Ch-1 tr.-.a" ti.J'!!.e , i his son in '1 IT\:mger. See his ti:1y 

hanc.s and ~e t. Those re .he C:-'lJTle hands and f e ....hat Iorill 

~ nail d ~o a ro~~ . r~o~e are t sa'llf' r:.anas!Jn r et Th t 

will olepc . An(i Io.. h t do au ~ep in l.h child' ~ face . <l:ee 

a .t::l e of love ••• •J ~hn ~ T:""'lI- i .;.p !I'Jod is lO1fe" . Hr.o i!'; not 

vindi~tive , hA i~ not malevol n1 , h 1. not indif~ ront . n~ i a 

love . H'" c 0;; t give li nd 11 ht , and lov • 



, d 1 Jr oks ._, • 11t'1 )oem • t on. of' hl!r f'choolvWE'!1 0:'" 0 1l4. .. "'. 

gi::"le "'TOt.C : 

0n the day ~ wa or 
.UI t.h" P' ople ::.me for- nil,,!!! around 
.0 see ~hat l-bm had jO:"l.e j 

And wn~n thej raw 0 , 
. h(y jU5t couldn ' t ~el!eve 8n~ 1 done 
A thin" liKe nat . 

.•.'is hair l' ~ f , a t~~\· no. an h..::1d~ an", _eet . uut , there: 

~u rtadc"Iil"'l known" . (Jahn 1 : 1 .1 

....·:}...l ... 'TOU li'r:e t) '" ~o~';' 1_.1 1 ve nt: vpr "'een him e '·ore. 

~yoe con~~i n e , ~t~~ , pro~het anu Scrl+pure are no~ ~ -

rh~n look in the ma~~nr . 

Fo!' oU]" Lor C:' id : ", wna 13."" -e ""l ....<;1 has r ~p, the 

tt- r 'l ~"hat 000 Jorl in ., -- ".oak 

like. 

We 1 , h i~ li~e ~or those of us who are dv~ng , 

H~ iE l~h':. fa'" those ,Jf us wh.) IJ.]'A 105 ' J 

~;, 1'9' lotTE' f'Ol" t!-'.'se o!' .18 who ~e J.nlovable . 


